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UNSEEN WINGS 
for wind ensemble and optional narrator 
 
Instrumentation: 
 
Piccolo     
2 Flutes 
Oboe  
2 Bassoons 
Clarinet in B-flat 1 (at least two players for each clarinet part) 
Clarinet in B-flat 2 
Clarinet in B-flat 3 
Bass Clarinet 
Contrabassoon or Contrabass Clarinet in BB-flat (opt.) 
 
2 Alto Saxophones 
Tenor Saxophone 
Baritone Saxophone 
 
3 Trumpets in B-flat 
4 Horns in F 
2 Trombones 
Bass Trombone 
Euphonium 
Tubas 
Contrabass (opt.) 
 
Piano 
 
Timpani  
Percussion 1:  Vibraphone, Xylophone, Crash Cymbals, Tambourine 
Percussion 2:  Crotales (2 8ve), Glockenspiel, Small Bass Drum or Large Tom, Bongos, Crash Cymbals (shared if needed), Washboard or Guiro 
Percussion 3: Chimes, Snare Drum, Bongos (shared if needed), Sizzle Cymbal, Tambourine, Washboard or Guiro 
Percussion 4:  China Cymbal, Splash Cymbal, Suspended Cymbal, Hi-Hat 
Percussion 5:  Medium Tam-Tam, Bass Drum, Med. Triangle, Washboard or Guiro, Tambourine 
 
Duration: ca. 10-11 minutes 
 
Note on optional narration: Each of the three poems by Bob Kaufman referenced in the program notes may be read aloud by a narrator 
with a microphone during performance. The conductor should cue the narrator to begin speaking at the appropriate measures as 
indicated in the score. Sections within repeat signs can be repeated multiple times as needed for the narrator to complete their recitation 
of each poem. All repeats should be ignored if performing the work without narration. 
 
The three poems can be found in Collected Poems of Bob Kaufman (2019) published by City Lights Books or the earlier collection 
Cranial Guitar (1995). The poem titles for each movement with corresponding page numbers for the 2019 collection are as follows: Jail 
Poems 1, p. 42 (first poem only), Blue Slanted into Blueness, p. 96, and Tequila Jazz, p. 98.  
 
Program Notes: 
 
Unseen Wings is a meditation on the poetry of Bob Kaufman (1925-1986) as well as a celebration of the musical culture of the city of New Orleans. 
Born in New Orleans and of both African American and Jewish heritage, his writings were heavily influenced by jazz much like his contemporary Beat 
Generation poets and associates Allen Ginsberg and Lawrence Ferlinghetti. He frequently spoke to the power of jazz in its unbridled expression and 
its ability to question authority. My work references the deep traditions of New Orleans music while utilizing the symphonic breadth of the modern 
wind symphony with the goal of evoking both Kaufman’s fiery language and his steadfast love of jazz. This piece was commissioned by the Tulane 
University Concert Band for its emeritus director Barry Spanier. 
 
The work is comprised of three connected movements each based on New Orleans music and a poem by Kaufman:  
I. Waiting Thunder – From his Jail Poems, Kaufman describes his rage and dread while being imprisoned for his “radical” views. A slowly rising minor 
blues motive accompanied by the traditional second line rhythm builds to a cataclysm only to quickly fade to impotence. 
II. Blue Slanted into Blueness – This bold and defiant declamation of the self takes the form of serene and plaintive echoes of Bechet’s Blue Horizon 
and Morton’s “Spanish tinge” as many members of the ensemble cry out in their own time into the void. 
III. My Secret Heart, Beating – New Orleans explodes with unique rhythms borrowed from the world over as mambo, funk, and zydeco intermingle 
freely. The principal theme of the first movement returns defiant and triumphant, followed by a joyous and breathless finale lifts us all on the “unseen 
wings of jazz.” (notes by the composer, Fall 2025) 
 
Composer Biography: 
Dr. James M. David (b. 1978) is a leading American composer for winds and percussion who serves as professor of music composition at Colorado 
State University. His works have been performed at over eighty national and international music conferences throughout the world including multiple 
Midwest Clinics, CBDNA National Conferences, WASBE International Conferences, and ABA Conventions. Awards and recognition include the 
2025 CBDNA Frederick Fennell Prize, the 2022 NBA William D. Revelli Award, three-time finalist for the Sousa-ABA Ostwald Award, an ASCAP 
Morton Gould Award, and national first-prizes from MTNA and the National Association of Composers. Previous commissions and collaborations 
include the US Air Force, Army, and Navy Bands, the Dallas Winds, the Des Moines Symphony Orchestra, the Osaka Shion Wind Orchestra, Joseph 
Alessi (NY Philharmonic), John Bruce Yeh (Chicago Symphony), James Markey (Boston Symphony), and hundreds of university music faculty and 
ensembles. His works are represented on over twenty commercial recordings and are published by Murphy Music Press, C. Alan Publications, Potenza 
Publishing, and Excelcia Music. As a native of southern Georgia, Dr. David began his musical training under his father Joe A. David, III, a renowned 
band director and professor of music education.  Dr. David earned degrees in music education and music composition from the University of Georgia 
and Florida State University, and previously served on the faculty of Columbus State University. More information at www.jamesmdavid.com. 
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     3

B.D.

Tam-Tam w/ stick

Snare Dr. w/ brushes
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
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









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

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
















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Picc.

Fl. 1

Fl. 2

Ob.

B Cl. 1

B Cl. 2

B Cl. 3

B. Cl.

Bsn. 1-2

Cbsn.

A. Sx. 1

A. Sx. 2

T. Sx.

B. Sx.

B Tpt. 1

B Tpt. 2

B Tpt. 3

Hn. 1/3

Hn. 2/4

Tbn. 1-2

B. Tbn.

Euph.

Tuba

Cb.

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

Perc. 4

Perc. 5

Pf.
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     
   

   
            
         
           
   
   

   
   

   
   
   

        
        

  
     
      6

               
6 6 6 6

       
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foot only

Hi-Hat w/ sticks

Sm. Bass Dr. or Large Tom
muted, w/ hard mall.








       
3

      
3

      
3

       
3

   
 
   
   
   
   
   

   
   
   
              
          
             
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
       

3

       
3

     
      

3



      6

                 
6 6 6 6

       
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     3
















        
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


































Picc.

Fl. 1

Fl. 2

Ob.

B Cl. 1

B Cl. 2

B Cl. 3

B. Cl.

Bsn. 1-2

Cbsn.

A. Sx. 1

A. Sx. 2

T. Sx.

B. Sx.

B Tpt. 1

B Tpt. 2

B Tpt. 3

Hn. 1/3

Hn. 2/4

Tbn. 1-2

B. Tbn.

Euph.

Tuba

Cb.

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

Perc. 4

Perc. 5

Pf.

        
3

        
3

        
3

           
                    
            
                     
   
    
   
          

   
   
    
   
   
   
   
    
    
   
    
   
   




   
         

3 3

      6

                   
6 6 6

       
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

open

open

open

open

Tambourine (mounted)



















        
3

        


3

        
3

                    

                    
                  
                 
    
     
    
                   

    

    

    

    

   
   
    
    
    
    
   
    
   




    
          
3 3 3

      6

                 
6 6 6 6

       
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     3

        
3

        
3

        
3

                     
                     
                    
                   

 
  
  
                    
  
 
 
  
  
  
 
  
  
 
 
  
 




  
          

3 3 3

      6

                   
6 6 6        
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
China

              
3

              
3

              
3

                      
                      

3                        
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w/ soft mall.
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

Vibraphone

choke

Crotales

w/ hard plastic mall.

Chimes
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Fl. 1

Fl. 2
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B Cl. 1

B Cl. 2

B Cl. 3

B. Cl.

Bsn. 1-2

Cbsn.

A. Sx. 1

A. Sx. 2

T. Sx.

B. Sx.

B Tpt. 1

B Tpt. 2

B Tpt. 3

Hn. 1/3

Hn. 2/4

Tbn. 1-2

B. Tbn.

Euph.

Tuba

Cb.

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

Perc. 4

Perc. 5

Pf.
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
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
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

molto rit. 
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
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

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
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

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
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
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
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 



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  

hold ped. down

Med. Tri.

57
II. Blue Slanted into Blueness
Tranquil ( q = 58 )
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





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




    

     























     



   
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

solo

two players

two players

Sus. Cym.
strike w/ tri. beater

Cue Opt. Narration: Blue Slanted Into Blueness
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




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
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






















     


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


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

    
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


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
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
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
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
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


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


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


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

  
   
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

Harmon

stem out

Harmon

stem out

Sizzle Cym.
w/ soft mall.













   

     




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

 




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

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

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

     



   
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


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
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





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 










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


       

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    
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







    

3




    

     










   

   








 








   
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

tutti

tutti

tutti
div.

pizz.

solo

open

open














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

















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
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
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           3

5 3










   












 


75

  

arco

Tam-Tam
scrape w/ tri. beater

Chimes

solo

solo


















 

U N S E E N  W I N G S - p. 10




































44

44

44

44

44

44

Picc.

Fl. 1

Fl. 2

Ob.

B Cl. 1

B Cl. 2

B Cl. 3

B. Cl.

Bsn. 1-2

Cbsn.

A. Sx. 1

A. Sx. 2

T. Sx.

B. Sx.

B Tpt. 1

B Tpt. 2

B Tpt. 3

Hn. 1/3

Hn. 2/4

Tbn. 1-2

B. Tbn.

Euph.

Tuba

Cb.

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

Perc. 4

Perc. 5

Pf.





       3

          
5

3

     
   



   

       
3




       3




     


   















76



cue, Tpt. 1

cue, Tpt. 1

solo

Sus. Cym.
w/ soft mall.

















   
      

5

     
   




     

5

   




   



     


   












 
  

77













      5

 

     
   



    
      

5




      5




     


   














78







 

          
6

     
   




        

6

 




 



     


   
 











 


79







          6

     

     
 




    
          

6




          6




     


 
 













80











     


     
  




     




     



     


  














81

   
Tam-Tam w/ stick








   
3

     















     

















82

      
3












     

   
   
   
   
   
   
   





     
     
   
   
   

   
   




   



 


83

  

tutti

83






















U N S E E N  W I N G S - p. 11




































45

45

45

45

45

45

44

44

44

44

44

44

Picc.

Fl. 1

Fl. 2

Ob.

B Cl. 1

B Cl. 2

B Cl. 3

B. Cl.

Bsn. 1-2

Cbsn.

A. Sx. 1

A. Sx. 2

T. Sx.

B. Sx.

B Tpt. 1

B Tpt. 2

B Tpt. 3

Hn. 1/3

Hn. 2/4

Tbn. 1-2

B. Tbn.

Euph.

Tuba

Cb.

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

Perc. 4

Perc. 5

Pf.

  

  
  
 

  
  






      
      
 

   
    
   
   
   
   
   
     

     
     
 
 
    
   
   

   
   




   



 


84



tutti

tutti










      
      
      


     
   
    
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
     
     
   
   
   

   
   




   



 

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



      



     
     
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

Sus. Cym.
w/ soft mall.
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   
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



      
      
      
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 
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     
 
 
 
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
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

   
 
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 
Tam-Tam + B.D.
w/ reg. mall.'s

Sus. Cym.
w/ soft mall.
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    
   
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   

   
   




  

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
  
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


















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Fl. 2
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B Cl. 1
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B Cl. 3
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A. Sx. 2

T. Sx.

B. Sx.

B Tpt. 1

B Tpt. 2

B Tpt. 3
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Hn. 2/4
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Perc. 4
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    
   
   
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   
   

   
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
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
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

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

   
   
   
   
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


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
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

China Cym.
w/ soft mall.
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  

Sus. Cym.
w/ soft mall.

Bongos w/ sticks
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  

Crash Cym.'s
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3    
3

    
3

 
  

 
    

3     
3

 
 
       

6       
6

       
6  

  
   
   
 

 
 




  


  
        

6  
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  





  
  
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

































44

44

44

44

44

44

Picc.

Fl. 1

Fl. 2

Ob.

B Cl. 1

B Cl. 2

B Cl. 3

B. Cl.

Bsn. 1-2

Cbsn.

A. Sx. 1

A. Sx. 2

T. Sx.

B. Sx.

B Tpt. 1

B Tpt. 2

B Tpt. 3

Hn. 1/3

Hn. 2/4

Tbn. 1-2

B. Tbn.

Euph.

Tuba

Cb.

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

Perc. 4

Perc. 5

Pf.








         3

         3

         
3

        
3

       
3

      
3

 
  

        
3

      
3

 
 
       

3

      
3

      
3  

  
     
    
 

 
 

 


  
  
   
       

3

  
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 













  
 



















   


 

 


   

97

   

two players

two players

Med. Tri.

choke

97















         

5

         
5




















 



 




98

    

solo, cue ob.

hold pedal down

Vibraphone










    

3

    
3

























 




99

    





     

5

     
5

















  








  




100

  

cup mute









    

    

   
   









  
 


 












   




101



Mute

cup mute

cup mute

n

n










  


          

5 3

          
5 3

































102





    
         

5


 
 

































103




     
3

      
5

   
   


  
 































104



solo, cue ob.











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
































43

43

43

43

43

43

44

44

44

44

44

44

43

43

43

43

43

43

Picc.

Fl. 1

Fl. 2

Ob.

B Cl. 1

B Cl. 2

B Cl. 3

B. Cl.

Bsn. 1-2

Cbsn.

A. Sx. 1

A. Sx. 2

T. Sx.

B. Sx.

B Tpt. 1

B Tpt. 2

B Tpt. 3

Hn. 1/3

Hn. 2/4

Tbn. 1-2

B. Tbn.

Euph.

Tuba

Cb.

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

Perc. 4

Perc. 5

Pf.

   
3   

   

   
 











   
   



   


   












105



solo

open

open

espress.

   


































106



Sizzle Cym.
w/ soft mall.










    
     

























     


  



107



one player

one player

cup mute


























    
     

























     





108








   

     
  

 














 







     





109










     
       
  




















 



       





110



poco rit. 




 
     

 
 













 








     





111



111 Slower ( q = 48 )








  
     


 

       

3





       3
















     





112



solo

cue, Tpt. 1










     
     





   





   















     





113



tutti




    

    

    
     
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    
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

       
      
       
      
       
      

   
    


       
       



       








   
    
    




    


 
       
   
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     

pizz.

open

tutti

Washboard or Guiro
quick scrapes

tutti

tutti
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



cresc. poco a poco
cresc. poco a poco










cresc. poco a poco
cresc. poco a poco
cresc. poco a poco

cresc. poco a poco



       
       
       
       
       
       

   
    


       
       



       








   
    
    




    



       
    
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       

        
3

        
3

        
3

        
3        
3

        
3


   
    


        

3        
3













   
    
    




    



       
   
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     

        
3

        
3

        
3

        
3

        
3

        
3


   
    


        
3

        
3













   
    
    




    



       
    

3

135

       










          
         
          
         
        
       
    





        



















   
   



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     

St. Mute

St. Mute

St. Mute

Crotales

Xylo.


















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
































Picc.

Fl. 1

Fl. 2

Ob.

B Cl. 1

B Cl. 2

B Cl. 3

B. Cl.

Bsn. 1-2

Cbsn.

A. Sx. 1

A. Sx. 2

T. Sx.

B. Sx.

B Tpt. 1

B Tpt. 2

B Tpt. 3

Hn. 1/3

Hn. 2/4

Tbn. 1-2

B. Tbn.

Euph.

Tuba

Cb.

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

Perc. 4

Perc. 5

Pf.

                  
        
         
        
       
    





        



















   
   



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       

          
3

         
3

          
3

         3

         3

         3

        3





         3























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     

            
3           
3

            
3

           
3

           
3

           
3






           
3




















      
3





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       

Sus. Cym.
w/ soft mall.



   

 
  

   
    
   
      
       





      
       




   
   
   
   


    









  



   
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
choke
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




















       
       





       
       







   


    











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







       
       
      
       
       
       
       







   


    



       
    



       





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
















       
       
     
     
     
       
       







   


    



     
    


     






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







       
       
      
        
        
       
       







   


    



        
    



        






144









       
       
      
      
      
       
       







   


    



      
    


      







145




    
    
    
   
       
       
      
       
       









        
        
        
        



       
    



       




       
       

146



open

foot only

Hi-Hat w/ sticks

cresc. poco a poco
cresc. poco a poco
cresc. poco a poco
cresc. poco a poco








   

U N S E E N  W I N G S - p. 18




































Picc.

Fl. 1

Fl. 2

Ob.

B Cl. 1

B Cl. 2

B Cl. 3

B. Cl.

Bsn. 1-2

Cbsn.

A. Sx. 1

A. Sx. 2

T. Sx.

B. Sx.

B Tpt. 1

B Tpt. 2

B Tpt. 3

Hn. 1/3

Hn. 2/4

Tbn. 1-2

B. Tbn.

Euph.

Tuba

Cb.

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

Perc. 4

Perc. 5

Pf.


    
    
    
   
       
       
     
     
     









        
        
        
        


     
    


     





         
       

147




    
    
    
   
       
       
      
        
        









        
        

        
        



        
    


        





       
       

148




    
    
    
   
       
       
      
      
      









     
     
       
      


      
    


      





         
       

149




    
    
    
   
       
      
      
       
       
       
       

      





        
        

        
        
     

       
    


       





       
       

150

     Washboard or Guiro
quick scrapes















     
     
     
    
       
      
     
     
     
       
       
      






        
        
        
        
      
     
    


     





         
       

151

       


      

3

      
3

      
3

      
3

      
3

       
      
        
        
       
       

       





        
        

        
        
      

        
    


        





       
       

152

     




          

3 3

          
3 3

         
          
          
      
      
      
      
       
       
      






     
     
      
     
     
      
    


      





         
       
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       

        
        
        
        
        
        


   
    






   

       
    







    





    




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
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











          
3

          
3

           
3

           
3

          
3

          
3


   
    






   

       
       
    






    





    




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



                                  

U N S E E N  W I N G S - p. 19




































Picc.

Fl. 1

Fl. 2

Ob.

B Cl. 1

B Cl. 2

B Cl. 3

B. Cl.

Bsn. 1-2

Cbsn.

A. Sx. 1

A. Sx. 2

T. Sx.

B. Sx.

B Tpt. 1

B Tpt. 2

B Tpt. 3

Hn. 1/3

Hn. 2/4

Tbn. 1-2

B. Tbn.

Euph.

Tuba

Cb.

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

Perc. 4

Perc. 5

Pf.

          
3

          
3

          
3

          
3

         
3

         3


   
    






   
       
       
       






    





    




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

            
3

            
3

            
3

            
3

           
3

           
3


   
    






   

       
       
       






    





    
 



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

    


  

    
    
        
        
        
   




        
        
   
   
   
   
   
     
   
     

    
    

    
   





   



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

open

open

open

Sm. Woodblock




















          
3

          
3

          
3

   



          
3

          
3

    
   





       
    
       

    
     

    
   





   


         

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

Snare Dr. w/ sticks

on rim

     
3

     
3

     
3

     
3

         3

         3

         3

   



         
3

         3

   
   





     
   
     

    
    

    
   





   


         
3


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

           

           
           
           

           
3

           3

           3

   



           
3

           
3

      
   





           
      
           

    
       

    
   





   


         

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

           
3 3 3

           
3 3 3

           
3 3 3

           
3 3

          
3 3 3

          
3

3

3

          
3

3

3

    



        
3 3

        
3 3

       
    





            
       
            

     
        

     
    





   


          

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

   

 
  

   
    
   
   
   
   




   
   
   






   
   
    
       
       
       
    



       



   
       
       
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    
foot only

Hi-Hat w/ sticks

on head

Tambourine

Sm. Bass Dr. or Large Tom
muted, w/ hard mall.
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
































     
     
     
    


     
    


    
      

       
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    



        

U N S E E N  W I N G S - p. 20




































Picc.

Fl. 1

Fl. 2

Ob.

B Cl. 1

B Cl. 2

B Cl. 3

B. Cl.

Bsn. 1-2

Cbsn.

A. Sx. 1

A. Sx. 2

T. Sx.

B. Sx.

B Tpt. 1

B Tpt. 2

B Tpt. 3

Hn. 1/3

Hn. 2/4

Tbn. 1-2

B. Tbn.

Euph.

Tuba

Cb.

Timp.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

Perc. 4

Perc. 5

Pf.



















        
        

        

       
      

        
    


        




   
       
       
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     























        
        
        
      
     
      
    


      
    


    
      

       
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     
3












    
   




    
   
    
        
        

        
       
     

       
    


       




   
       
       
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    



















      
    




      
    
     
     
     
       
     
      
     
    


     
    

 

    
      

       
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    

          
         
          
         
        
       
    





    

   



    
   
    
        
        

        
       
      

        
    


        


        
   
       
       
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     












         
         
        
         
        
       
    





     
    




      
     
     
     
     
      
      
     
      
    


      
    
        
    
      

       
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     
3

        
         
         
         
         
        
    
      
       


    
   
      
     
    
   
    
        
        

        
       
     
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      
       
       











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
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
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
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























Picc.

Fl. 1

Fl. 2
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B Cl. 1

B Cl. 2

B Cl. 3

B. Cl.

Bsn. 1-2

Cbsn.

A. Sx. 1

A. Sx. 2

T. Sx.

B. Sx.

B Tpt. 1

B Tpt. 2

B Tpt. 3

Hn. 1/3

Hn. 2/4

Tbn. 1-2

B. Tbn.

Euph.

Tuba

Cb.

Timp.
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Perc. 2
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
          
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
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
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
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  
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
 
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

 
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         
3


    

3


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     3

          
3          
3

          
3

          
3





 






 
 









   
          

3

 
       
3 3 3 3


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 



            
3 3            
3 3

            
3 3

          
3 3








 






 
 









      3

          
3 3


    

3


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     3

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

  
   




       3 3

   
      
  
   
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  
dampen

Washboard or Guiro
quick scrapes

China

foot only

Hi-Hat

217














 
 

 







 









 


 




 







 
 
 
 




      3 3


       


   
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









  


  




  







  
  
  
  




       3 3


      


   
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









 


 




 







 
 

 
 




       3


       


   

220

     3



       
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